- Urge United States Support of Equal Nationality 


Treaty 


Deputation from the National Woman's Party on the steps of the State Department after the visit to 
Acting Secretary of State William Phillips, December 20, in support of the Equal Nationality Treaty. 


The Treaty was signed by the United States at Montevideo and now awaits ratification by the Senate. 
It reads: ‘““The contracting States agree that from the going into effect of this Convention there shall 
be no distinction based on sex in their law and practice relating to nationality.” 


Front row, left to right: Mrs. Karl Green, New Mexico; Anita Pollitzer, South Carolina; Florence 
Bayard Hilles, Delaware; Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, District of Columbia; Marie Moore Forrest, District of 
Columbia. Second row: Margaret Anthony, New York; Dorothy Alden, Indiana; Nina E. Allender, 


District of Columbia; Ida Als, Kentucky. Third row: Eva Smith, Kentucky; Diana Powell, Virginia; 
Mrs. Victor Dulac, Maryland; Maude Bradbury, District of Columbia; Mrs. Andrew Stewart, Dis- 
trict of Columbia; Ruth Sweet, Ohio; and Adela Godwin, Minnesota. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
‘House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate March 10, 1933, 
by Senator JoHN G. TowNsEND, Delaware. 


Introduced in the House March 9, 1933, 
by REPRESENTATIVE Louis LUDLOW, Indiana. 


Equal Rights 
Begin the New Year Right 


Zt HE SENATE will assuredly ratify the Equal Nationality Treaty if 
members of the Woman’s Party will get to work at once and speak to 
their Senators about it. 

The fact that the United States delegation signed the Treaty along with 
the delegates from twenty other American republics at Montevideo—every 
country represented at Montevideo, in other words, is a pantry —aaaes its 
ratification by our Senate a practical certainty. 

Nevertheless, we must not allow ‘this great opportunity to slip through our 
fingers. Congress is again in session and the more resolutely and promptly 
we get to work, the more certain we are of getting the Senatorial stamp of 
approval affixed to our precious document of liberty. We must strike now 
while the iron still glows with the fine enthusiasms enkindled in Uruguay at 
the council table of the nations of South and North America. 

May we remind our readers that there are several good reasons why they 


Should have no difficulty whatever in winning over the Senators aside from 


the fact that the Treaty stands for fundamental justice to half of our citizens. 
One is that twenty-one nations have already, through their accredited dele- 
gates, expressed approval. Another is that the United States stands com- 
mitted to the principle of Equal Rights in Nationality, its spokesmen having 
so declared on four historic occasions. The last time was on December 16 at 
Montevideo when Alexander W. Weddell, our Ambassador to Argentina, 
stated that this Government “is so. codifying its laws as to remove the last 
vestiges of discrimination.” 

A mere handful of women were able at Monteudns to win over the repre- 
sentatives of twenty-one nations to their cause. Many of our Senators, owing 
to the campaign for the passage of the Copeland-Dickstein bill (H. R. 3673) 
are already advocates of equality in nationality. The door to freedom is 
ready to swing back. The only thing that needs to be done is to turn the knob. 


The Days We Celebrate 


day, members of the Party will gather at the Pennsylvania capital 
for a Regional Conference embracing five States. However, this is too 


H ARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA, beckons. Next Saturday and Sun- 


_ ‘momentous a time in the history of the Woman’s Party to think of geograph- 


ical boundaries. It is hoped that members of the Party from far and wide 
will attend this gathering. Its keynote will be victory ; its object—to make 
success more sure. 

Above all things, it is hosed that the story of Sicmtevideo can be told there 
by Doris Stevens and her co-workers on the Inter American Commission of 
Women. The inspiration of their presence is needed to complete the work 
in this country for equality so auspiciously launched in South America. 
To have it brought home to us that the right-thinking, justice-loving men and 
women of twenty sister republics see eye to eye with us in the matter of ele- 
vating woman to an equal status as regards nationality with men, means that 
woman’s long struggle toward the light is almost ended. | 

The two-day program contains many worth-while features. It will be the 
first time that the new Chairman of the Party, Sarah T. Colvin, will appear 
before the membership in that capacity. Mrs. Colvin will open the Conference 
Saturday morning and Florence Bayard Hilles, her immediate predecessor 
and now a national vice-chairman, will preside at the opening session. The 
Conference will also be the first step in the inauguration of the regional plan 
for the organization of the Woman’s Party proposed by Mrs. Colvin and the 


’ launching of the drive for a 200,000 membership. 


‘Members of the Party are reminded that this is a conference and not a 
convention. The purpose is to give the fullest possible opportunity for dis- 
cussion. Except at the luncheons and the “Victory Dinner” Saturday night, 
there will be only one or two announced speakers at each session. To secure 
a full and free exchange of viewpoints and opinions, speaking from the floor 
will be encouraged, and members will be recognized, whether residing in the 
Region or not. 

In addition to the program already published, it is announced that Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, a national vice-chairman of the Party, will preside at the 
“Victory Dinner,” and Gail Laughlin, also a vice-chairman, and Marie W. 
Presstman, vice-chairman of the Maryland Branch, will be among the speakers. 

Members who have not yet made reservations should communicate at once 
with Sara B. Cummings, Chairman of Arrangements, 1716 West Erie Avenue, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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January 6, 1934 


How History Was Made At Montevideo 


the Inter American Commission of 

Women last week at Montevideo, 
there have been added two more reasons 
for rejoicing and congratulation. One is 
that, before the Seventh Pan American 
Conference adjourned, Costa Rica signed 
the Equal Nationality Treaty, making the 
full complement of American Republics 
represented at Montevideo signatories of 
this Treaty; the other, that four coun- 
tries, Uruguay, Paraguay, Ecuador and 
Cuba, have signed the Equal Rights 
Treaty. 

Former accounts appearing in Equa. 
- Rieuts on the happenings at Montevideo 
have been based almost entirely on cables 
and newspaper accounts. It was impos- 
sible, owing to the great distance between 
Montevideo and Washington, where are 
located the National Headquarters of the 
Woman’s Party and of the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, to give an 
earlier detailed account of the stirring 
events of the Conference, including the 
many brilliant and eloquent speeches, as 
given out by the Commission itself in 
press releases from the now internation- 
ally famous Palacio Legislativo in the 
Uruguayan capital. 

In other words, we have so far been 
able to apprise our readers of the main 
outstanding facts as they occurred in this 
great international effort to give the 
enlightened womanhood of the Americas 
its true place in the sun of justice. But 
it is also important that they should have 


i O the marvelous results achieved by 


the documentary evidence, as stated by — 


their own representatives, of what oc- 
curred. This necessarily will entail some 
repetition which is amply justified, how- 
ever, by the profound historic significance 
of the drama and the greatness and no- 
bility of those who participated. 

One of the earliest statements given 
out by the Commission is interesting be- 
cause it shows the status of women in 
regard to nationality all over the world 
when the Montevideo pact was adopted, 
and, in contrast, foretells the tremendous 
forward strides for women which the 
signing of the treaty would bring about: 


The Inter American Commission of 
Women, of which Doris Stevens of the 
United States of America is chair- 
man, will propose for adoption the 
following Treaty on women’s nation- 
ality to the Seventh International 
Conference of American States: “The 
Contracting States agree that from 
the going into effect of this Conven- 
tion there shall be no distinction 
based on sex in their law and prac- 
tice relating to nationality.” 

Accompanying this proposed draft 
Treaty is a report stating: “.... 
We recommend that the Seventh Con- 
ference of American States act to 
banish all discriminations based on 
sex from the nationality law of the 


Republics of the western hemisphere. 
In recommending this course we be- 
lieve that we are advocating a meas- 
ure that will be for the benefit of all 
women, both in this hemisphere and 
throughout the world, because what 
is done at Montevideo will affect the 
status of women everywhere—and not 
only now but for ages to come. By 
adopting a convention embodying 
such a fundamental principle of jus- 
tice, the Conference at Montevideo 
would become a turning point in his- 
tory. It would mark the first time 
that the position of women had been 
raised to a higher level by the united 
action of a group of nations. It would 
mark the first time that the status 
of half the people of two continents 
had been raised by means of an inter- 
national agreement. And such a con- 
vention would not only lift the status 
of women but it would give to the New 
World, for the first time, a position 
of leadership in the making of inter- 
national law. Still more important, 


it would give to the New World a 


position of leadership in the building 


of a better social order—for a better 


social order must come with equality 
between men and women.” 

The chairman of the special com- 
mittee on nationality of the Inter 
American Commission of Women is 
Alice Paul, distinguished United 
States feminist. Miss Paul has re- 


cently completed the first compre- 


hensive study of woman’s nationality 
all over the world, and is a member 
of the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee on Nationality, established by 
the League of Nations, on which, to- 
gether with Miss Stevens, she repre- 
sents the Inter American Commission 
of Women. 

In the report submitted to the 
Seventh International Conference of 
American States, it is shown that in 
only five countries of the world do 
women have Equal Rights in nation- 
ality with men. These countries are 
Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, the 
Soviet Union, and Uruguay. The re- 
port states: “It will be noted that 
four of the republics of the western 
hemisphere already have equality be- 
tween men and women in all matters 
relating to nationality; that eleven 
countries give the father and mother 
an equal right to transmit nationality 
to their legitimate child; that seven 
countries have equality between men 
and women with regard to the effect 
of marriage upon nationality; that 
seven countries have equality between 
husband and wife in all that relates 
to a change in nationality after mar- 
riage; that six countries have equal- 
ity between a father and mother in 
regard to the effect of their ovyn 
change of nationality upon the na- 
tionality of their legitimate child.” 

From the information contained 
in the report, it is evident that in the 
nations of this hemisphere women 
have achieved a far greater degree 
of equality in nationality than in any 
other part of the earth. The report 
points out that at the Conference for 
the Codification of International Law 
held two and a half years ago at The 


from loss of nationality... . 


Hague, it was the nations of the 
Americas which championed the 
cause of equal status for women in 
nationality. A draft convention 
granting to women complete equality 
of status in nationality was proposed 
at The Hague by the head of the 
Chilean delegation, Sefior Miguel 
Cruchaga, and the head of the United 
States delegation, Hunter Miller, de- 
clined to sign the convention finally 
agreed on, the United States Depart- 
ment of State later explaining that 
this was because the final convention 
was unsatisfactory to United States 
women... 

The Inter American Commission 
of Women’s report declares that 
many organizations have given sup- 
port to the principle of equality in 
nationality. “For example,” the re- 
port continues, “the International 
Council of Women and the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Women for Suf- 
frage and Equal Citizenship, sup- 
ported by practically all women’s 
organizations throughout the world, 
presented the following resolution to 
The Hague Codification Conference 
in 1930: ‘We recommend therefore 
that a woman, whether married or 


_ single, shall have the same right as 


a man to retain or to change her 
nationality. ... Equality between 
the sexes is in line with modern 
thought.’ Another significant endorse- 
ment of the principle of equality in 
nationality was that by the Institut 
de Droit International at a meeting 
at Oslo, Norway, August. 16-23, 1932, 
at which meeting the leading jurists 
of the world were assembled. The 
resolution adopted at this session 
read: ‘The Institut . . . . recom- 
mends .... that the nationality of 
one of the spouses, and more par- 
ticularly a change of nationality on 
the part of such, spouse during mar- 
riage, should not be extended to the 


_ other spouse against the latter’s will; 


that, in the cases where the spouses 
possess different nationalities, either 
spouse should be able to acquire, with 
the greatest facility and promptness 
possible, the nationality of the other.’ 
Another instance is the International 
Petition of Catholic Men and Women 
which was presented to the League 
of Nations Assembly in September, 
1932, in support of the principle ‘that 
a woman, whether married or unmar- 
ried, should have the same right as 
a man to retain or change her na- 
tionality’.” 

Under the heading: “There is 
urgent need for immediate action to 


end these discriminations because of 


the suffering which they entail,” the 
report states: “During the period in 
which the Inter American Commis- 
sion of Women has been in existence, 
it has received many appeals for help 
because of the difficulties wear 

ne 
woman writes: ‘I married a foreigner, 
a Bulgarian, and by my marriage lost 
the possibility of going on with my 
practice as a dentist. I am now con- 
sidered a foreigner in my native city 
and a license to practice as a dentist 
is not given to foreigners. I went 
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with my husband to Bulgaria but 
found that because of ignorance of the 
language I could not practice success- 
fully there. As the possibilities of 


earning a living were miserable for 


my husband and myself in Bulgaria, 
I returned again to my own country 
to continue working as a dentist 
there, but I was not allowed to 
practice my profession in my own 
country owing to my foreign nation- 
ality.’ 

“Another woman writes: ‘I have 
lost my nationality and am stateless 
because of my marriage to a for- 
eigner. My husband has no nation- 
ality as he is a Russian refugee. My 
husband is unable to earn very much 
under the present circumstances and 
I, being stateless, have been unable 
to get a permit to earn my living in 
my native city. My husband has gone 
to another country in the hope of 


earning a living there, but I have had — 


great difficulty in getting a passport 
to join him because I am stateless. 
I am forced at present, as a result 
of this situation, to remain in my 
native city and be dependent upon 
relatives.’ 

“Yet another woman writes: ‘After 
graduating from a technical school 


_ I was sent on a scholarship by the 


Ministry for Construction of my 
country to finish my studies as an 
architect. After my return from 
abroad, where I finished my studies 
as an architect, I married a foreigner. 
I went with my husband to his coun- 
try, but returned shortly afterwards 
to my own country and resumed my 
work as an architect for the ministry. 
This time, however, I was classed as 
a foreigner and my rank and advance- 
ment were less than if I had been a 
citizen. It was not until my husband 
became naturalized in my country 
and I was thereby made a citizen 
again that I could regain my old 
rank and right to advancement.’ 
“The chairman of the Committee on 
International Relations of the Ameri- 
can Women’s Clubs in Europe, writes: 
‘We are inquiring as to the possi- 
bility of so harmonizing with the pur- 


poses and methods of procedure of — 
your organization that we may work 


along with you. As our members, 
living abroad, are naturally affected 
by the “stateless” or “dual nation- 
ality” conditions, our interest is par- 
ticularly concentrated on this ‘sit 


uation,’ 


“A frequent difficulty that arises 
from an enforced change of nation- 
ality. because of marriage is with re- 
gard to property rights. For example, 
one woman writes: ‘I married a man 
of another nationality and after some 
years learned that since I now have 
his nationality I am subject to the 
law of his country and that therefore 
my marriage is based on community 
property, since at marriage no con- 
tract was made. I have two children 
whom I have had to support alone 
for four years because my husband 


has deserted us and given nothing 


toward the support of the children. 
I am living in my native country and 
have inherited some property from 
a relative. My husband now returns 
and threatens to put his considerable 
debts against my property. I tremble 
lest my children be deprived of their 


future security and be put in distress 
by this action of my husband. If I 
could regain my own nationality, my 
property and therefore my children’s 
future would be protected, as my 
property is not subject to my hus- 
band’s debts by the law of my native 
country. Can you tell me how I can 
get back my nationality ?’ 

“Equally serious are the difficulties 
arising through enforced separation 
from one’s child through the mother’s 
inability to give her nationality to 
her child. As an example we quote 
a memorandum from the Director of 
the League for American Citizenship. 
He writes: “This case concerns an 
American woman now living in the 


United States. This woman married _ 


a native of Germany, while on an ex- 
tended visit there. While there she 
gave birth to a child and later she, 
the child and her husband came to the 
United States to live. Neither she 
nor her husband gave any thought to 
the possible alien status of the child | 
because the mother assumed it was 
American since she herself was an 
American-born woman. But the fact 
of the matter was that, since the 
father was a German and had not 
adopted United States citizenship, he 
was still an alien and the child was 
therefore considered by our govern- 
ment as an alien (born abroad of an 
alien father) the United States na- 
tivity of the child’s mother to the 
contrary notwithstanding. In the 
course of time the boy, her son, was 
arrested for several offenses and was 
ordered deported as an alien. The 
mother was distracted. She pleaded 
that the boy was just as much her 
“son as her husband’s, and that it was 
just as logical to regard the boy’s 
allegiance as American because of her 
birthright, as to consider him Ger- 
man because of her husband’s. But 
the law provides that citizenship of 
minors descends from the male parent 
only and therefore ruled that the boy 
was, for that reason, a German like 
his father, and not an American, like 
his mother. And so the mother was 
left facing the cruel, impersonal fact, 
that her son was being taken away 
from her because the male carries 
with him certain rights which are 
unequal, unfair and unnecessary. The 
boy has been sent back to Germany, 
where he is a stranger to its people, 
its language and its customs, while 
his native-born mother grieves for 
him here. In contrast to that situa- 
tion, consider the status of the child 
of an American father—instead of an 
American mether. Under precisely 
the same circumstances as those just 
detailed he would not be deported, 
because as the offspring of an Ameri- 
can father, he himself would be con- 
sidered an American citizen’.” 


On December 6, three days after the 


Pan American Conference had opened its 


sessions, the Inter American Commission 
announced its preliminary plans, as fol- 
lows: 


The Inter American Commission of 
Women will hold a plenary session 
Friday, December 8, at the Palacio 
Legislativo. At this session the Com- 
mission will consider its report to the 
Seventh Pan American Conference on 


Equal Rights 


the political and civil status of women 
in the three Americas. | | 
The Commission will have before 
it a proposal to recommend to the 
Seventh Conference for adoption a 
treaty granting civil and political 
equality to women. The Commission 
will also have before it a preliminary 
study of the laws affecting women’s 
status in each of the American na- 
tions, prepared by the Commission’s 


Research Committee. .This work, 


representing many months of inten- 
sive labor, fills twenty-one large-sized 
reports, and upon it will be based the 
Commission’s recommendations to the 
Seventh Conference. 

At a previous plenary meeting of 
the Inter American Commission of 
Women, held in Havana, 1930, a draft 


convention giving complete equality 


to women in nationality was unani- 
mously approved. This draft con- 
vention on nationality will now be 
submitted to the Seventh Conference 
as part of the Inter American Com- 
mission’s report. 

Since the beginning of the Seventh 
Conference, members of the Inter- 
American Commission hava had a 
series of informal conferences with 


national delegations present at Monte- 


video. Among the Commissioners 
taking part in those conferences have 
been Sra. Margarita Robles de Men- 
doza of Mexico, Srta. Minerva Ber- 
nardino of the Dominican Republic, 
Sra. Carmen Portinho Lutz of Brazil 
and Sra. Ana Rosa Tornero of Bo- 
livia. Other conferences have been 
conducted by Srta. Fanny Bunand- 
Sevastos, executive secretary of the 
Commission. _ 

Satisfactory conversations have 
been held with the delegations of 
Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, United States of 
America, Guatemala, Panama, Peru, 
El Salvador and Uruguay. Members 
of the Inter American Commission 
of Women expect to have interviews 
with the remaining delegations with- 
in the next few days. 

Yesterday, December 5, representa- 


tives of the Inter American Commis- 


sion called upon Sefior Gonzalez 
Campo of the Guatemalan delegation, 
to express their pleasure that he had 
been chosen chairman of the Third 
Commission of the Seventh Confer- 
ence, to which is entrusted the ques- 
tion of the political and civil rights 
of women. . 

Doris Stevens, chairman of the 
Commission, yesterday was enter- 
tained at lunch at the hotel Alham- 
bra by Srta. Isabel Anderson, alter- 
nate Commissioner of Costa Rica, 
and her distinguished father, Sr. Luis 
Anderson, together with Sr. Alessan- 
dro Alvarez of Chile and Sr. Cicero 


_R. Peregrinho of Brazil. Sra. Al- 


varez, Sr. Anderson and Sr. Peregrin- 
ho are all members of the American 
Institute of International Law, to 
which Miss Stevens has been nomi- 
nated for membership, being the first 
woman ever to receive that honor. 
Miss Stevens and Sra. Alvarez, Sr. 
Anderson and Sr. Peregrinho consti- 


tute an official committee on inter- 


national law questions to advise the 
Seventh Pan American Conference. 

Members or alternate members of 
the Inter American Commission of 
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Women who are now in Montevideo 
are: Doris Stevens, chairman; Sra. 
Margarita Robles de Mendoza of | 
Mexico; Srta. Minerva Bernardino of 
the Dominican Republic; Sra. Car- 
men Portinho Lutz of Brazil; Srta. 
Isabel Anderson of Costa Rica; and 
Sra. Ana Rosa Tornero of Bolivia. 
Sra. Marta Vergara of Chile is ex- 
pected to arrive tomorrow, Decem- 
ber 7, by airplane from Santiago. 
Dr. Mercedes Rodriguez of the Museo 
Social at Buenos Aires, alternate 
Commissioner of Argentina, is also 
expected in Montevideo shortly. 
Three of the Inter American Commis- 
sion’s representatives have come, or 
are expected to come, to Montevideo 
by airplane; Srta. Bernardino, Srta. 
Anderson and Sra. Vergara. 

Tomorrow, December 7, Miss Stev- 
ens and Fanny Bunand-Sevastos will 
be guests of the French Minister to 
Uruguay, M. Gentil, at luncheon at 
the French Legation. 


December 7 was a momentous day. The 
Third Commission of the Conference met 
on that day. It was this Commission 


that was entrusted with the question of 


the political and civil rights of women. 
The press release of that day reads: 


Doris Stevens, chairman of the 
Inter American Commission of Wom- 
en, was received today, December 7, 
by Dr. Gabriel Terra, president of 
Uruguay, at the presidential resi- 
dence. | 7 

Miss Stevens told President Terra 
of the achievements of the Commis- 
sion since its creation, five years ago, 

_by the Sixth Pan American Confer- 
ence at Habana. She also expressed 
her great interest in the feminist 
movement of Uruguay, many of the 
leaders of which have been visitors 
at the headquarters of the Inter 
American Commission of Women at 
the Parque Hotel and the Legislative 
Palace. 

A preliminary meeting of the Third 
Commission of the Seventh Confer- 
ence, to which is entrusted the ques- 
tion of the political and civil rights 
of women, was held today, December 
7, in Sala C, at the Palacio Legisla- 
tivo. 

Sr. Gonzalez Campo of Guatemala 
presided. As proof of the great in- 
terest of the delegates to the Seventh 
Conference in Equal Rights for 
women, it was noticed that more spec- 
tators were present at the Third Com- 
mission’s session than have attended 
the sessions of any other commission. 

At the opening of the session, the 
Third Commission was informed that 
a preliminary study of laws affecting 
women’s civil and political status, 
prepared by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, had been sub- 
mitted to each national delegation. 
This study is contained in twenty-one 
reports, one for each country repre- 
sented at the Seventh Conference; and 
it is upon this study that the report, 
which the Inter American Commis- 
sion of Women is to make to the 
Seventh Conference within a few 
days, will be based. 

Sra. Margarita Robles de Mendoza, 
technical adviser and alternate for 
Mexico on the question of women’s 
rights, as well as commissioner for 


Mexico of the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, informed the 
Third Commission of the nature of 
this preliminary legal study. 

Dr. Sofia A. V. de Demichelli, dele- 
gate of Uruguay, enlarged upon the 
immense amount of information con- 
cerning women’s legal status con- 
tained in the preliminary study pre- 
pared by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women and proposed that 
the Third Commission select a sub- 
committee to consider it. This pro- 
posal was approved and the following 
five countries were asked to choose 
representatives for the sub-commit- 
tee: Brazil, Cuba, Chile, Peru and 
Uruguay. 

Dr, de Demichelli also delivered a 
beautiful speech on the, urgent need of 
granting greater political and civil 
rights to women, declaring that this 
was particularly important at the 
present time when the maintenance 
of peace between nations was so un- 
certain. The granting of the vote 
to women, she said, would be the 
strongest possible bulwark of nations 
against war. 

Today, December 7, Miss Stevens 
and §Srta. Fanny Bunand-Sevastos, 
the Commission’s executive secretary, 
were guests at a lunch given by his 
Excellency M. Gentil, French Min- 
ister to Uruguay, at the French Le- 
gation. Among the guests were Sr. 
Manoya, Minister from Guatemala to 
Uruguay; Sra. Manoya, Sr. Cisneros 
of Peru, and Sr. and Sra, Carrefio 
of Colombia. Srs. Cisneros and Car- 
refio are delegates of their respective 
countries to the Seventh, Conference. 
Also present was the Minister of Hun- 
“gary to Uruguay. The liveliest in- 
terest in the work of the Inter Amer- 
ican Commission of Women was ex- 
pressed by the guests at the luncheon. 


A bulletin dated December 8 gives an 
account of the plenary session of the Inter 
American Commission of Women held 
that day: | 


The Inter American Commission 


of Women met in plenary session, De- 


cember 8, at the Palacio Legislativo 
in Montevideo. A report was unani- 
mously adopted recommending to the 
American nations present at the 
Seventh Pan American Conference 
the adoption of a treaty guaranteeing 
equal political and civil rights to 
women throughout the hemisphere. 
This report will be placed before the 
Seventh Conference for action within 
a few days. | 

“Women here perform a beautiful, 
poetic act,” declared Miss Stevens. 
“They spoke out for liberty. There 
is not a woman anywhere who cannot 
hold her head higher because of what 
the Inter American Commission has 
done today. There is no one who can- 
not feel greater pride in her own 
worth as a woman.” 

It was pointed out that the plenary 
session of the Inter American Com- 
mission was an historic occasion: 

1. Because the Inter American 
Commission of Women, created by 
the Sixth Pan American Conference, 
is the first official body of women 
ever to be established by an interna- 
tional conference of governments. — 

2. Because it is the first interna- 
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tional body charged with the duty of 
making recommendations upon the 
civil and political rights of women, 
thus enabling women for the first 
time in history to have a voice, inter- 
nationally, in determining their own 
destiny. 

3. And because, having been given 
the right to make recommendations 
concerning their own destiny, the 
members of the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women today voiced a de- 


mand for complete equality of rights 


with men in all departments of life, 
the first time such a demand has ever 
been made by an official body of 
women anywhere in the world. 

The recommendations of the Inter- 
American Commission of Women are 
epitomized in a treaty and a conven- 
tion, both of which the nations repre- 
sented at the Seventh Conference will 
be urged to approve. The treaty 
reads as follows: 

“Article 1—The contracting states 
agree that upon the ratification of 
this treaty, men and women shall 
have equal rights throughout the ter- 
ritory, subject to their respective jur- 
isdictions.” 

The convention which the Inter 


- American Commission of Women rec- 


ommend to the Seventh Conference 
concerns the single but immensely im- 
portant subject of nationality, and 
reads: | 
_ “Article 1—The contracting states 
agree that, from the going into effect 
of this convention, there will be no 
distinction based on sex in their law 
and practice relating to nationality.” 
The equal rights treaty and the 
equal nationality convention have 
both been twice approved by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the American 
Institute of International Law. 


Among the speakers at this session was 


Fanny Bunand-Sevastos, Alternate Com- 
missioner for Haiti, who said: 


It was with the greatest gratifica- 
tion that I accepted the honor of rep- 
resenting the women of Haiti in the 
consideration of the questions for 
which our commission was created. 
Across the barrier of language 
stretches the bond of human sym- 
pathy between the women of Haiti 
and the women of the rest of this 
hemisphere over surviving injustices 
and inequalities. — 

What the Seventh Pan American 
Conference accomplishes to right 
these inequalities and injustices will 
mark a turning point in the progress 
of women throughout the world to — 
that level of assured position which 
the modern thought of the world de- 
mands. The example we set here will 
be followed, not alone in this hemis- 
phere, but in Europe, Asia, and all 
through the world. 

We must see to it that the example 
is a worthy one. In my opinion, two 
great steps forward are represented 
by the convention on the nationality 
of women and the treaty on equal 
civil and political rights for women 
which we are recommending to the 
Conference. It is inconceivable that 
the delegates assembled here, repre- 
senting the progressive republics of 
the Western world, should fail to 


: 
4 


382 


rise to the occasion, should fail to 
provide to the older world an example 
of what should be done to remedy 
the anachronistic discrepancies of 
outworn legal systems and customs. 


Sra. Margarita Robles de Mendoza of 
Mexico addressed the session as follows: 


The movement for emancipation 
of women was born almost simul- 
taneously in all America. Our his- 
torical antecendents are the same, 
our langauge and our psychology are 
similar. It is not strange, therefore, 
that like a great tide this desire for 
liberty should arise among all the 
women of the continent. It is not a 
local phenomenon of Cuba, Mexico or 
Uruguay; it is the whole of America 
which is rising up. The fact is that 
the younger daughters have grown 
up and do not want the guardianship 
of men, no matter how good they may 
be. They have learned to read in 
the hard books of the law, these piles 
of statutes which were forbidden 
sanctuaries to them, and they have 
discovered with horror that they are 
placed in the category of perpetual 
minors. Not only that, but they 
have found themselves to be things— 
to be property belonging to men, and 
they have rebelled against so tremen- 
dous an injustice. 


If we come to the Seventh Interna- 
tional Conference to search for col- 
lective action to alleviate our humili- 
ating condition, it is just because we 
have learned that co-ordinated action 
will give us prompt emancipation. If 
the countries come to international 
conferenées. to ask for help to better 
their economic and or material con- 
ditions, we do not see why we should 
not come to look for the same co- 
operation in order to bring about a 
social advancement. We have come 
to ask for our rights for a single rea- 
son, because they belong to us, and 
because we must have them. It isa 
matter of principle. We would lose 
our faith entirely in our countries 
if-we should not obtain our rights; 
and, if later on someone should tell 
us that they have come to these in- 
ternational conferences, in search of 
justice of whatever kind, we would 
laugh at them pessimistically, and 
we, as mothers, sisters and wives, 
would teach the children not to trust 
these great reunions. 


We have come full of hope, full of 
optimism, hopeful that we may go 
back to our countries carrying a mes- 
sage of liberation. All of us who 
have devoted ourselves to this en- 
deavor have careers more or less use- 
ful and brilliant and have interrupted 
them to enlist in the struggle, be- 
cause we believe that it is more im- 
portant than anything to save our 
personalities, and we demand to be 
heard, and we demand justice. We 
believe we shall be listened to, be- 
cause this body of men has been se- 
lected from the more outstanding per- 
sons of our countries, and they will 
understand this horrible waste of 
energies now demanded of us, and 
will appreciate how useful we would 
be in all branches of life when we 


can participate with the full powers 
of our personalities. | | 

We will not accept excuses, no mat- 
ter how intelligent, that will be pre- 
sented to us, and only when we see 
our equal rights treaty signed will 
we believe that America has begun 
to do justice to its women. 


Another speaker at the plenary session 
of December 8 was Dr. Sofia A. V. de 
Demichelli, delegate of Uruguay to the 
Seventh Pan American Conference, and 
a member of the Seventh Conference’s 
Third Commission. Dr. de Demichelli de- 
clared that on behalf of the women of 
Uruguay she wished to express her ad- 
miration for the beautiful ideals which 
had directed the Commission’s labors. 
The women of the whole continent, she 
said, owned the most profound thanks to 
the Commission for the courage, imagina- 
tion and unselfishness which its members 
displayed, and she proposed that such a 
vote of thanks be given by acclamation. 


Sra. Carmen Portinho Lutz, member of | 


the Inter American Commission for Bra- 
zil, said that on behalf of all the Com- 
missioners she wished to propose a spe- 

cial vote of thanks to Miss Stevens of the 
United States of America, chairman of 


the Commission, for her brave and self- 


sacrificing leadership. 

The recommendations which the Inter 
American Commission of Women were to 
make to the Seventh Conference were 
read and unanimously approved at this 
session. ...The recommendations,-. which 
pointed out the necessity for immediate 
and urgent action, were presented to the 
Inter American Commission’s Committee 
on Research. A financial report, stating 
the contributions received by the Inter 
American Commission, was read by Ella 
Riegel of the United States of America, 
and was approved by acclamation with 
expressions of appreciation for the gen- 
erosity of the individuals and organiza- 
tions which have aided in making possi- 
ble the Commission’s work. 

Srta. Ana Rosa Tornero of Bolivia was 
selected as Secretary of the Sessions of 
the Inter American Commission of Wom- 
en; Srta. Panama Puig of Beuador and 
Srta. Mireya Varela of Uruguay were 
appointed as assistant secretaries. 

A Committee of Redaccion was chosen, 
made up of Srta. Minerva Bernardino of 
the Dominican Republic, Ana Rosa Tor- 
nero of Bolivia, Srta. Isabel Anderson of 
Costa Rica and Srta. Licia de ‘Valle de 
Varela of Peru. 


December 12, 1933, marked a big step 
forward for the proponents of Equal 
Rights and equal nationality: 


The sub-committee of the Third 
Commission today, on the motion of 
the delegate of Brazil, Sr. Campos, 
adopted the convention proposed by 
the Inter American Commission of 
Women guaranteeing Equal Rights 
to men and women in nationality. 


Equal Rights 


The sub-committee also approved a 
strong recommendation urging that 
American republics establish, as 
promptly as possible, complete equal- 
ity of political and civil rights be- 
tween men and women. | 

In the same session, the sub-com- 
mittee voted to extend the warm 
thanks of the Seventh Pan American 
Conference to the Inter American 
Commission of Women for its 
“unique, notable and unselfish labor” 
in furthering the cause of women’s 
rights during the last five years, and 
especially for its survey, in twenty- 
one separate reports, one for each 
country, of the laws affecting women 
in the Americas. The sub-committee 
also recommended that the Inter 
American Commission of Women 
continue its work, and that it make 
further recommendations to the next, 
or Eighth, Pan American Conference. 

Proposals made by the delegates of 
Uruguay and Cuba that the sub-com- 
mittee approve the Equal Rights 
Treaty proposed by the Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, which 
would give complete equality to 
women in all departments of life, 
was defeated by one vote. Sra. de 
Demichelli of Uruguay and Sr. 
Giraudy of Cuba made moving ap- 
peals in behalf of the Equal Rights 
Treaty. 

Following the session of the sub- 
committee, Sr. Campos was enthusi- 
astically congratulated by the Com- 
missioners of the Inter American 
Commission, and by its chairman, 
Doris Stevens, for his initiative in 
proposing the action taken today. 
It was stated that on Monday evening, 
December 11, a conference had been 
held by Sr. Mello Franco, Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, Sr. Campos, 
and Miss Stevens. At this meeting, 
the first to be held between the Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil and 
Miss Stevens, the support of Brazil 
for the nationality convention pro- 
posed by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, was promised, 
and Sr. Campos suggested that, on 
behalf of Brazil, he proposed to the 
sub-committee of the Third Commis- 
sion, the resolution which was 
adopted today. | 

After the meeting of the sub-com- 
mittee, it was pointed out by Miss 
Stevens that this is the first time that 
a committee of an international con- 
ference of the governments has 
adopted a convention dealing exclu- 
sively with the principle of Equal 
Rights for women. For this reason, 
the nationality convention approved 
today has become an historic diplo- 
matic instrument. The approval of 
this convention, Miss Stevens said, 
has stamped the Seventh Pan Ameri- 
can Conference as the most socially- 
conscious, forward-looking interna- 
vane gathering which has yet been 

eld. 

Miss Stevens, likewise, called atten- 
tion to the fact that the recommenda- 
tion adopted by the sub-committee, 
advising all the American Republics 
to end as soon as possible discrimi- 
nations in their laws against women, 
contained no qualifications of any 
kind. It advised complete equality 
for women in every department of 
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life, in political rights, in property 
rights, in rights of guardianship over 
children and all rights of whatever 
nature pertaining to men and women. 
This recommendation made it impos- 
sible to doubt longer the way which 
the American Republics intend to 
follow. It defined the goal of legis- 
lation affecting women in the Amer- 
icas in clear and unmistakable terms 
which will admit, in the future, of no 
quibbling. 

Miss Stevens recalled that she had 

in the past attended many inter- 
national gatherings in Europe and 
North America. In none of them, 
She said, not even at the Sixth Pan 
American Conference at Havana in 
1928, had she encountered so great a 
friendliness towards the just demands 
of women, and so keen an apprecia- 
tion of the great benefits to society 
to be gained by extending full liberty 
to women. 

However, Miss Stevens expressed 
her great regret that the treaty pro- 
posed by the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women, establishing com- 
plete political and civil equality for 
women, had not been approved by 
the Third Commission’s sub-commit- 
tee. The approval of this treaty 
would have made the recommendation 
of the sub-committee a reality in- 
stead of leaving it a hope for the 
future. In failing to approve this 
treaty for complete Equal Rights, the 
sub-committee lost an opportunity to 
do immediate justice to women. The 
approval of this treaty would have 
been the most, beautiful and distin- 
guished act ever made by an inter- 
national conference. It was a pity 
it was not seized. 


December 16 was the date of the great 
triumph — the day on which the Pan 
American Conference voted to submit to 
its members the Equal Nationality Treaty. 
The speeches made by those whose in- 
spired eloquence broke down the last bar- 
riers to equality in nationality for the 
men and women of the Americas were 


as follows: 


Clara Elisa de Salterain: 


I wish to express in the name of the 
Uruguayan women the hope which 
they have, that Montevideo will be the 
scene of one of the greatest historical 
moments of this modern epoch. 

It was their desire that the Ameri- 
can republics should sign in Monte- 
video the Treaty on Equal Rights for 
Women, thus sealing in our dear 
Republic one of the basic principle 
of human liberty. 

Statesmen, representatives of your 
respective countries who have refused 
to sign the noble treaty on the eman- 
cipation of woman, when returning to 
your countries and thinking over the 
negative vote which you have given, 
remember what profound and just 
truths you have heard and be the first 
advocates of woman’s cause, so that 
the Eighth Conference will approve 
that which today you have considered 
premature, and so make America’s 
liberty a supreme reality. 


Mrs. Dania Padilla, representative of 
Cuban women to the Inter American 
Commission of Women: 


It is the greatest satisfaction and 
honor for me to let it be known at 
this American Assembly and through 
it to the whole world that the Cuban 
women, who knew how to fight to- 


_ gether with men for the conquest of 


all the rights, have, with the triumph 
of the revolution, seen their emanci- 
pation realized. 

Today we take part with the men 
of our country in the right to live 
as civilized human beings, in the duty 
of working to make it great, pros- 
perous, happy, and finally supreme. 


Senorita Minerva Bernardino, delegate 
of the Dominican Republic: 


Gentlemen of the Conference: 
Named by thé “Accion Feminista 
Dominicana” as their delegate to the 
Inter American Commission of Wom- 
en, whose five-year labor has been so 
favorably commented on, I visit for 
the first time the land of Artigas, as 
heroic in its glorious battles for in- 
dependence as in those great battles 
for intellectual development and the 
success of all the living fountains of 


Model republic for the quality of 
its representative values in the multi- 
ple activities of life, for its exemplary 
institutions and for its history full 
of worthy teachings, I could not help 
but wish to know it, and I never 
dreamt that destiny would so soon 
realize my wish and less still that I 
should come with the honorable mis- 
sion of representing the women who 
in my country not only desire the 
triumph of universal fraternity, but 


also a greater action for woman in. . 


life. And it is you, the delegates, 
who are factors of chief strength in 
the high and noble effort of acquiring 
our right to be called citizens. 

We, the women, conscious of our 
responsibilities, require the repre- 
sentation of the role which is ours, 
not only in the arduous tasks of sav- 
ing the world from the shame of a 
new universal conflagration, but also 
that of acting like our brother man 
in all the spheres of life. 

Moved by interests conflicting 
with ethics of rights and the moral 
functions of justice, the nations 
seem threatened by a new war of 
fatal proportions, more intense than 
the last whose painful consequences 
we face. Nothing claims the agitated 
conscience of the world with a deeper 
human interest than the participation 
of women citizens, than the participa- 
tion of women invested with all their 
rights in order to help men to choose 
practical methods to avoid the bank- 
ruptcy of love and the failure of 
ideals of harmony between all the 
peoples. 

Gentlemen of the Conference, a 
new era is necessary for the woman 
of the continent, for the woman who 
has known how to carry out so great 
a work in life, for the woman who is 
the one who creates the citizens of 
tomorrow, for the woman who many 
times establishes a home in spite of 
misery and pain, and for the one who 
sacrifices everything for the cause of 
justifying her rights. 

It is just, gentlemen, that special 
mention be made of His Excellency, 
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the President of the Dominican Re- 
public, who is one of my country’s 
most loyal defenders, and who has 
promised to give us shortly the rights 


of citizenship. 


Gentlemen of the Conference, the 
voice of my companions, the Domini- 
can Feminists, accompanied me 
across the seas and skies to unite it- 
self with that of my sisters of all the 
continents and to acclaim the ma- 
jesty of their rights, identifying our- 
selves in one sole thought to hear the 
verdict that must impart our definite 
civil and political condition, and 
which must, in consequence, make 
more luminous the program of this 
conference in this great city, cradle of 
José Enrique Rodo and of Juana de 
Ibarburou, and that of so many 


- heroic deeds. And bear in mind that 


we, the women, who know more than 
man because Nature destined us to 
be mothers, know how much the 
blood of the children costs, how much 
it weighs in the scale of love. We 
are the ones who can bring most col- 
laboration and sincerity to the great 


cause of mending the world to save 


it from political impotence, thus as- 
suring its dignity before history and 
before God. For that reason, gentle- 


men of the Conference, give way to. 
woman. 


_ Doris Stevens of the United States: 


Members of the Seventh Confer- 
ence: 


As the hour is growing very late, 
we shall close our part of the order 
of the day by thanking you for your 
courtesy and generosity. Before we 
part I want, on behalf of the Inter 
American Commission of Women, to 
express our deep thanks to you for 
having approved the nationality 
treaty and the continuation of the 
Commission. We regret that you did 
not go all the way with us and ap- 
prove the complete Equal Rights 
treaty. However, we hope your recom- 
mendation which embodies the same 
principle set forth in the treaty will 
be acted upon favorably and speedily. 

We have co-operated with you in 
a great and historic act. Those who 
come after us will understand per- 
haps better than we do here today 
the great importance of the accept- 
ance of the first treaty in the history 
of the world extending equality to 
women. 

It is not accidental that it has hap- 
pened in the New World. What The 
Hague Codification Conference re- 
jected in 1930 and what the League 
of Nations refused to remedy has been 
done by you. 

We have worked very hard. We 
are very tired. For months before 
we came, days and nights were spent 
in the study of the laws of the Amer- 
icas. Since coming here the work 
has been equally laborious. We have 
been so few. You are so many com- 
pared to us. ’ 

This morning you heard a delegate 
of the United States of America say 
that the women of his country wanted 
to work to remove existing inequali- 
ties State by State within the United 
States. I should like to read from a 
cable which came during lunch today, 
which shows that great organizations 
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of women in the United States want 
to work internationally through the 
Pan American Conferences to extend 
and safeguard their rights. I will 
read the names of those organizations 
which have urged President Roose- 
velt to support the nationality treaty. 

The National Council of Women, 
Lena Madesin Phillips, president (this 
is the national body of the oldest 
women’s organization in the world) ; 
the National Women Lawyers’ Asso- 
ciation, Olive Stott Gabriel, presi- 
dent; the National Zonta (an organi- 
zation of business and professional 
women); the National Women’s Real 
Estate Association, National League 
for Equal Opportunities, the District 
of Columbia Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, Anna Kelton Wiley, president; 
the Women’s Consultative Committee 
on Nationality, advisory committee 
to the League of Nations, of which 
committee the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women is a constituent 
member. | 

So you see that a considerable 
number of women in powerful organi- 
zations in the United States do want 
to act internationally with other 
women. 

You heard a delegate of the United 
States say also, this morning, with 
just pride, that the United States had 
women in the House of Representa- 
tives. We have. God is on our side. 
Also during lunch I received another 
cable, from which I read: “All the 
women members of Congress in Wash- 
ington have urged President Roose- 
velt to act favorably on the Nation- 
ality Treaty.” _ 

This cable further. says that many 
of the men members of Congress have 
urged the same thing. 

The Inter American Commission 
of Women will go on; and together 
the women of the whole continent will 
continue to express their will con- 
cerning their own destiny. What we 
are doing, is, we believe, beautiful, 
creative and permanent. We are build- 
ing a world in which men and women 
can live together with greater dignity 
and understanding and with deeper, 
more all-embracing love. 


The United States, as our readers know, 
refrained from voting for adoption of the 
Equal Nationality Treaty, but later 
signed it. Spokesman for this Govern- 
ment at the memorable session of Decem- 
ver 16 was Alexander W. Weddell, United 
States Ambassador to Argentina, who 
said: 


Mr. Chairman: 
Much water has passed under the 
bridge since 1928 when the Inter. 
American Commission of Women 
was created. Since that time the 
growing influence of women in the 
higher affairs of the Government of 
the United States has been marked 
and at this moment there is a woman 
member of the Cabinet, the Honor- 
able Frances Perkins; a woman Sena- 
tor, several women deputies and 
three women chiefs of bureaus, these 
functionaries being the most distin- 
guished members of the present ad- 
ministration. The Cabinet member 
' referred to is the Secretary of Labor, 
a department in which the field of 


human relations is most fully ex- 
plored for the ultimate happiness of 
the individual and the nation. Under 
this department are those impor- 
tant branches of humane activity: 


the Woman’s Bureau, the Children’s 
Bureau and the Division of Immigra-. 
tion and Naturalization, the first. 


two headed by women and the influ- 
ences of women being felt in positive 
measure in all three. | 

This is no mere accident. Their 
appointment is a recognition by the 
Roosevelt Administration with its 
new ideals and its new conceptions 
of the functions of government; is a 
recognition of those great major 
groups representing the womanhood 
of America, whose efficacious interest 


and influence in government are being | 


felt in growing measure each day. I 
do not doubt that in other countries 
of the Western Hemisphere similar 
manifestations of the beneficent in- 


fluence of women in government are 


to be seen. | 

But the recognition of the role of 
woman as a citizen is an old story 
with us, for it is over sixty years 
since the State from which one of the 
delegates from the United States 
comes, gave full suffrage to women 
and since 1920 women have had the 
right to vote throughout the United 
States. 

In the report to be submitted by 
the Inter American Commission of 
Women will appear three projects, 
which are referred to in the sub- 
committee’s report now under con- 


1. A treaty on the nationality of 


2. A recommendation concerning 
equal rights; 
3. The matter of the continuation 


of the Inter American Commis- 


sion of Women. 


In the matter of the proposed na- 


tionality treaty, a special interde- 
partmental committee of my Govern- 


ment is so codifying the laws as to. 


remove the last vestiges of discrimi- 
nation. 

In the matter of equal rights, it is 
the belief of the great majority of 
women as well as of men in the 
United States that these survivals of 
an earlier law, now known to be 
wholly unsuited to modern conditions 
in the home, in employment, or in 
social intercourse, can generally be 
dealt with by the State than by the 
Federal Government and _ treated, 


question by question, so that the rem- 


edy being suited to the evil may be 
both more appropriate and adequate. 

Fully to readjust to modern needs 
relationships that are “out of joint,” 
as one may say, is a highly responsi- 
ble undertaking to be accomplished 
with reference to other occasions for 
change as well as that of relative in- 
equality. For these reasons the well- 
nigh unanimous view of organized 
women in the United States agrees 
with the attitude of my Government 
as indicated. 

I liave spoken at this length be- 
cause the delegation from the United 
States is sincerely desirous that the 
attitude of their Government and the 
situation existing in the United 


Equal Rights 


States shall not be misunderstood. 

_ With a sense of deep gratitude to 

the Inter American Commission of 

Women for their report, I remain 

under the necessity of informing this 

Commission that my Government. de- 

sires to dissociate itself in the future 

from the work of the Inter American 
Commission of Women and intends 

to continue its studies in this field 
through branches of the government 

charged with responsibility in these 

matters. For this reason our delega- 

tion will refrain from voting on the 

other phases of the report of the Sub- 
Commission. | 


News from the Field 


Congressional Work in Michigan | 
ITH nationality foremost in wom- 
Y en’s minds, groups all over the coun- 
try are springing into insistent action. 
One such able effort occurred in Detroit, 
Friday, December 15, when a delegation 
called on Representative Carl Weideman. 
This deputation was held before news 


came from the Pan American Conference 


of the adoption of the Equal Nationality 
Treaty. | 
Mr. Weideman has been one of the 
staunchest supporters of Equal Rights 
and gave active help last session on our 
Nationality Bill. He received the dele- 
gation most graciously and assured them 
he would do whatever he could to help 
with the Equal Rights Nationality Bill 
when Congress reconvenes.._ 
The members of the delegation in- 
cluded: Rilla A. Nelson, Phoebe Mun- 
necke, Lucia Grimes and Lotta Broad- 
bridge, for the National Woman’s Party; 
Emma A. Fox, for the Parliamentary Law 
Club and as honorary president of the 
Detroit Federation of Women’s Clubs; 
Mrs. Malcolm McKinnon and Mrs. Sie- 
fert, for the Detroit Federation of Wom- 
en’s Clubs; Mrs. W. R. Alvord, for the 
International Institute; Jessie Miller and 


- Julia Van Arsdell, for the Women’s In- 
- ternational League for Peace; Miss Mc- 
-Garva, for the State Association of 


Nurses; Miss Gladys Catherwood, legis- 
lative chairman for the State Business 
and Professional Women; Mary Brum- 
field, former president, and Philomene 
Altman, for the Business and Profession- 
al Women; Mrsi McKibben, for the 
Postoffice Workers; Mrs. Heavenrich and 
Hazel Moran. 
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